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The William Penn Highway was a major route through the Appalachian Mountains between Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh throughout the 20th century Established in 1916 a decade prior to the federal highway system the road 
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succeeded the former Northern Turnpike with much of it following the course of the Pennsylvania Railroad through 
the Juniata River Valley The highway also followed the former path of the Allegheny Portage Railroad in climbing the 
long grade of the Alleghe About the Author Robert A Musson MD is a frequent traveler along Pennsylvanias original 
highway system a researcher of its history and a tireless collector of images He has previously written books on the 
histories of Federal Routes 21 22 and 250 as wel 
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