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attracted diverse and mobile people some of whom embraced same sex love or fluid gender identities long before 
lesbian gay bisexual and transgender LGBT communities identified as such By the mid 1900s Hampton Roads would 
lead the state in its development of LGBT institutions and infrastructure Our Own Press would chronicle the 
extraordinary burst of creativity and activism that seemed to place LGBT developments in t About the Author Dr 
Charles H Ford is professor and coordinator of history at Norfolk State University in Norfolk Virginia Dr Jeffrey L 
Littlejohn is an associate professor of history at Sam Houston State University in Huntsville Texas Ford and Littlejoh 
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