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On February 23 1863 Pres Abraham Lincoln signed the bill creating the Territory of Arizona The first Arizona 
Territorial Legislature established the capital at Prescott and met in September 1864 They divided the territory into 
four counties Mohave Pima Yavapai and Yuma Yavapai County the mother county consisted of approximately 65 000 
square miles and was believed to be the largest county in the United States By the time Arizona attained statehood on 
F About the Author In celebration of Arizona rsquo s centennial in 2012 editors Nancy Burgess and Karen Despain 
have worked on behalf of the Yavapai County Arizona Centennial Committee with each of the contributing 
communities to produce this history of Yavapai C 
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