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During the Civil War Clay County along with other parts of Florida served as a resting place for convalescing Union 
soldiers many of whom wrote home about the area s tropical winters and natural wonders They returned after the war 
and became some of Florida s first tourists Soon small boarding houses along the banks of the St Johns River invited 
Northern residents to enjoy the balmy winter climate while Green Cove Springs enticed thousands to its warm sulfur 
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spr About the Author Kevin S Hooper a Clay County resident for 30 years and a University of North Florida graduate 
offers facts and insight culled from his research at the county archives and various museums and institutions 
throughout North Florida Images of Am 
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